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sincere, recompensant bien ceux qui se portent vaillament, et punissant de mort
ceux qui se lachent le pied dans les occasions oil il y a moyen de roister. II donna
d'abord des preuves de sa capacite, de sa valeur et de sa fid£lit£ dans diverses occasions.
od il fut employ^, et quand il se vit bien avant dans les bons graces du Roi, il lui
apprit a discerner les flatteurs et les traitres, 1'obligea a cMtier les uns et & eloigner
les autres/'1
Before Nadir's departure from Isfahan, the Shah, no doubt at his.
general's instigation, wrote to the Sultan of Turkey to inform him of the
recovery of Isfahan ; in the same letter Tahmasp requested the Sultan
to give back the Persian provinces which he still held. He followed up
this letter by sending Rida Quli Khan Shamlu, the former general of Shah
Sultan Husain, as Ambassador to Constantinople. The consequences.
of this action will be described in the next chapter.
In the meantime, the Afghans at Kirman, having heard of the disasters
suffered by Ashraf, abandoned the town on the I9th December, after
blowing up the citadel.2
On the 24th December, Nadir, despite the severity of the weathe^
began the march from Isfahan to Shiraz. Travelling by Abarqui and
Mashhad-i-Madar-i-Sulaiman (Pasargadse), he reached Zarqan, 21 miles
N.E, of Shiraz, where he found Ashraf awaiting him with 20,000 men.
An obstinate battle took place, in which Ashraf displayed considerable,
tactical skill. In the end, Nadir's determined leadership and the stead-
fastness of his men won the day, and the Afghans fled in some confusion
to Shiraz.3
On the following morning Ashraf sent Muhammad Saidal Khan
and two other Afghan notables to Nadir's camp to ask for quarter. Nadir
replied that he would grant quarter and receive Ashraf s submission,
if he would first deliver up the few remaining members of the family
of Shah Sultan Husain, who were still prisoners in the Afghans' hands.,
These personages (who were, apparently, all females) were duly handed
over, but Ashraf, acting on Saidal's advice, left Shiraz with such of his
troops as were left, in the hope of escaping to Qandahar,
Nadir, seeing the dust raised by the Afghans, realised that he had been
deceived, and started in pursuit. His advance guard, consisting of 500-
Afshars and Qarachorlu Kurds, came up with the Afghan rearguard at
the Pul-i-Fasa, ten miles S.E. of Shiraz, A fight took place, in which
a number of Afghans were captured, while many others were driven
into the river and drowned,4 Ashraf, however, made good his escape,,.
1 La Mamye-Clairac, op. tit., Vol. Ill, p. 105.
* Gombroon Diary, igth/soth January, 1730 (on the authority of a letter from the Company's,
Armenian agent at Kirman).
1 According to the Ruznama of Mirza Muhammad Shirazi (p. 6), 10,000 Afghans were taken.-.
prisoners.   See also the Fars-Nama, p. 167.
*T.N., p. 71.

